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was born in the family homestead on Little Rest
Hill, South Kingston, R. I, Through his father,
for whom he was named, he was descended from
Nathaniel Potter who was in Portsmouth, R. I.,
as early as 1638; through his mother, Mary
(Mawney) Potter, he was the descendant of a
French Huguenot named Le Moine, who with
others of his faith settled in East Greenwich, R.
L, in 1686. Elisha Reynolds Potter, Sr. (Nov.
5, 1764-Sept. 26, 1835), who had been in turn
blacksmith, farmer, and practising lawyer, served
for some thirty years in the Rhode Island legis-
lature, was four times elected to the federal Con-
gress, and in 1818 was unsuccessful candidate
for governor of this state. Wherever he went he
was a conspicuous figure, by reason of his gi-
gantic stature, vigorous personality, and keen
wit.

The son, eldest of five children, inherited
neither his father's physique nor his tempera-
ment. He was slight of build, with clear-cut,
sensitive features, quiet m manner, and scholarly
in his tastes, A portrait of him in the Rhode
Island Historical Society suggests the poet rather
than the politician. He fitted for Harvard at the
Kingston Academy, entered college in 1826, and
graduated in 1830. The winter following, he re-
turned to the Academy to teach the classics, but
left in the spring to study law in the office of
Nathaniel Searle of Providence. On Oct. 9,1832,
he was admitted to the bar and began to practise
his profession. The father's reputation made the
son's entrance into public life a natural expecta-
tion. He was adjutant-general of the state from
1835 to 1837, in 1839 became a representative in
the General Assembly, serving a year, and in
1841-42 sat in the state constitutional conven-
tions. When in the latter year the uprising known
as the Dorr War was precipitated, he took his
stand with those who were opposed to violent
action and military force and was one of three
commissioners sent to consult with President
Tyler. In 1842 he was elected as a Whig to the
Twenty-eighth Congress, and served Mar. 4,
1843, to Mar. 3, 1845. On his return to Rhode
Island he became intimately concerned with the
reorganization of the educational system of the
state. In 1849 he was appointed commissioner
of public schools, which office he held until 1854.
Earnest in his effort to promote efficient admin-
istration of the schools he was also zealous in
endeavoring to keep public education free from
sectarian influences. To create an interest in his
work he undertook in 1852 the publication of the
Rhode Island Educational Magazine, of which
he was editor and chief contributor until August
1853. I*1 r86i he was elected a member of the
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upper house of the state legislature, serving un-
til 1863. Five years later he became an associate
justice of the supreme court of Rhode Island,
and was still holding this office at the time of his
death. To the bench he brought distinction by
his exceptional knowledge of the law, and his
natural courtesy and patience.

Although devoted to his profession, he was also
an eager student of history and a prolific writer.
His best-known work, published in 1835, is The
Early History of Narragansett, a collection of
documents gathered at the cost of laborious search
and reproduced with great accuracy. Among his
other works are A Brief Account of Emissions
of Paper Money, Made by the Colony of Rhode-
Island (1837), Considerations on the Questions
of the Adoption of a Constitution and Extension
of Suffrage in Rhode Island ( 1842), and Memoir
Concerning the French Settlements and French
Settlers in the Colony of Rhode Island (1879).
Potter never married, and he lived all his life in
the house where he was born. He never became
a very rich man, but was always possessed of
ample means and was known to the poor and dis-
tressed of a wide community as a generous bene-
factor and a kind counsellor.

[Henry Barnard, in C. E. Potter, Geneals. of the
Potter Families (1888) ; S. S. Rider, Hist. Research
and Educational Labor Illustrated in the Work of
Elisha Reynolds Potter (1901) ; Biog. Dir. Am. Cong.
(1928) ; Providence Daily Jour.t Providence Press, and
Evening Telegram (Providence), Apr. n, 1883; Eve-
ning Bulletin (Providence), Apr. 14, 1882.]

POTTER, HENRY CODMAN (May 25,
i835-July 21, 1908), Protestant Episcopal bish-
op, was born in Schenectady, N. Y., the son of
Alonzo [q.v.'] and Sarah Maria (Nott) Potter.
He received his early education in Philadelphia
and in his nineteenth year was an employee in a
dry-goods house. In August 1854, however, he
passed through a religious experience which
awakened in him a desire to enter the ministry.
Enrolling at once as a student in the Theological
Seminary in Virginia, at Alexandria, he gradu-
ated from that institution in 1857, and in May
of that year was ordained deacon by his father,
who placed him in charge of the parish of Greens-
burg in western Pennsylvania. While here, Oct.
8, 1857, he married Eliza Rogers Jacobs, of
Spring Grove, Lancaster County, Pa. On Oct.
IS, 1858, he was advanced to the priesthood by
Bishop Samuel Bowman, in Pittsburgh.

The next year he removed to Troy, N. Y., to
become rector of St. John's Church. In his work
here he was notably successful. Interested in
the welfare of young people, he vigorously sup-.
ported the Young Men's Christian Association
and other means of promoting their interests. In
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